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ambition of that statesman, and anything but helpful to
the true welfare of Russia, under-populated as it was and
undeveloped technically and economically. The effect
was to absorb countless millions in money and a wealth
of labour that could have been employed with infinitely
greater profit in the interior of Russia.
Count Witte's Manchurian undertaking, useless and
even harmful as it was fer se^ was particularly fatal from
the point of view of Russia's foreign relations, and it may
be considered as the primary cause of the Russo-Japanese
War.   If the Government had been content to use the
extremity of the Liao-Tong peninsula as a base for its
Pacific fleet (although the Russian port of Vladivostok
was amply sufficient for that purpose), it is probable that
Japan would have accommodated herself to the situation
in time;  but the occupation of a part of Manchuria, in
addition to the peninsula, gave rise to apprehensions
that soon grew into serious complications and finally
brought about the collision between Russia and Japan,
for it was the attack of the Boxers on the Chinese Eastern
railway which led to the occupation of Manchuria by
the Russian troops in the year 1900, and this, in turn,
became one of the chief points of the Russo-Japanes,e
dispute.
When, not long afterwards, the Manchurian mistake
was supplemented by the mad adventure of Messrs.
Bezobrazoff, Abaza and company in Korea and on the
Yalu, the hour for the settlement of accounts between
Russia and Japan was merely hastened thereby, for, I
repeat, the germ of the Russo-Japanese conflict is to be
found in the imperialistic policy of Count Witte. The
Korean adventure, nevertheless, was the immediate cause
of tlie war. Count Witte, as well as his friend Count
Lamsdorff, openly opposed the band of courtiers and